
 

 

EQUALITY STATEMENT 

As a healthcare provider, equality lies at the heat of our organisation and values. We have a duty to comply with the Equality Act, 

eliminating any conduct or discriminatory practices that do not meet this standard, whilst minimising disadvantages for people due 

to their protected characteristics.  

We will take steps to meet the needs of people from protected groups where these are different from the needs of our other 

patients and will encourage equity of access and participation for all.  

EQUALITY IMPACT ASSESSMENT 

Project Name 

 

Project Lead Date of Assessment 

Proposed relocation of the Brockwell 
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Pauline Ironside, Head of Projects and Planning 
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Provide a brief summary of the proposed project  

The practice is proposing to relocate its Brockwell Surgery to a new build which will be located in Cramlington on the site of the 
Northumbria Specialist Emergency Care Hospital (NSECH), in a totally separate building. This is 2.2 miles away from the 
Brockwell Surgery.  
 
The relocated surgery would be on the ground floor of a new health and education centre of excellence. This would be a fit-for-
purpose, high-specification, modern healthcare facility which would enable us to provide a full range of integrated primary care 
services and support. The new build is due to be completed by autumn 2023.  
 
The existing surgery building, which is owned by Northumbria Healthcare NHS Foundation Trust, is too small to expand to the 
size that would be needed to meet future patient needs. There isn’t another local site that is suitable. Northumbria Healthcare is 
currently looking at options for the use of the building if the proposed move goes ahead. This includes it  
possibly being used as a community health resource. 



 
ANY KNOWN POSITIVE IMPACTS 
 
We expect there to be positive benefits for patients due to the high specification of the building, proposed new facilities and 
accessibility. The new location will provide the opportunity to work more closely with voluntary sector and community 
organisations to provide specific group clinics, peer support sessions, wellbeing clinics etc and we will promote access to these 
through our community networks.  
 
Our approach will be based on patient need in line with population health management principles, using data and insight to tailor 
services that are appropriate, accessible and beneficial for patients.  
 
ANY KNOWN NEGATIVE IMPACTS 
 

Consider the project for 
each characteristic below.  

 Are there any 
known or likely 
negative equality 
impact(s) 

Any mitigation/actions planned Data/evidence 
gathered 

Age  Y The engagement process has highlighted 
transport concerns from the elderly. The 
practice has mitigation in place for this by 
providing a dedicated door-to-door transport 
service in partnership with Age UK. This was 
received positively by patients.   

Elderly patients focus 
group held. 

Disability  Y Access and facilities at the current Brockwell 
site are limited. The proposed site will meet 
the highest of disability access standards and 
latest regulations. It will provide disabled 
access as it will be located on the ground 
floor and have wider doors, disabled parking 

Data on specific 
conditions gathered 
through survey 



bays, lower reception desks, disabled toilets 
and a hearing loop facility.   
 
As above, the practice is also offering a 

dedicated door-to-door transport facility for 

those who do not have their own means of 

transport. This will be an accessible form of 

transport.  

 

Gender identity or 
reassignment 

 N   

Marriage and civil partnership  N   

Pregnancy and maternity  Y Whilst there will also be positive benefits for 
parents and families with improved facilities 
and clinical space, we felt it was important to 
also recognise there may be some difficulties 
in travelling to the new site if families don't 
have access to transport. For this reason, we 
held a parents and families focus group to 
gather their views. The practice has 
committed to a transport system for those 
who do not have their own means of 
transport to access the site, not just for 
elderly and frail patients.  

Parents and families 
focus group held 

Race  N   

Religion or belief  N   



Sex  N   

Sexual orientation  N   

Other priority groups relevant 
to the organisation or project. 

 

 

 

N/A   

 


